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High-Speed Train Board Gets Federal Stimulus Update 

Board Members to Brief Federal Officials Next Week in Bid for Funding 
 
Sacramento, CA – Groundwork laid over the past decade puts California in a strong position to 
win a sizeable share of $8 billion in federal stimulus funding for its high-speed train system, 
according to a top consultant to the California High-Speed Rail Authority. 
 
States across the country are expected to vie for a share of the bullet train money included in 
the $787 billion stimulus plan recently signed by President Obama intended to invigorate the 
economy, according to Sasha Page of Maryland-based Infrastructure Management Group. But 
California's high-speed train system has a distinct advantage because it is the only one with 
billions of dollars in voter-approved state funding committed to the project, with the first round 
environmental clearances already completed and with the construction planning under way, the 
latter key criteria for winning a share of the funds, Page said. 
 
An Authority Board team led by Chairman Quentin Kopp will travel to Washington next week to 
meet with Obama Administration officials and Congressional leaders as the details of the high-
speed train funding are being worked out. 
 
"We want to have input on the strategic plan for high-speed rail that is being developed in 
Washington and to give the secretary of transportation guidance on what we believe should be 
included in the grant-making criteria that will direct the distribution of those critical federal 
funds," said Board Chairman Kopp. 
 
"California is farthest along in building one of the few true high-speed train projects in the nation, 
one delivering 220-mile-an-hour service between the state's major cities," said Kopp. "And we're 
the only state that already has invested $100 million in the critical work needed to get the 
system up and running. We're far ahead of any other state in the nation."  
 
Page also reported to the Board on another key element of the train's long-term financial 
foundation – private investment in the system. Page said that while the world economic crisis 
has put a chill on the level and extent of private participation at this time, major investors and 
companies remain interested in or committed to participation in a public-private partnership that 
is expected to play a key role in the development and operation of the system.  This expected 
private involvement will complement funding approved by California voters in the passage of 
Proposition 1A, providing $9 billion in initial public bond funding for the Anaheim/Los Angeles-to-
San Francisco backbone of the state's 800-mile system. Importantly, Page said, this didn’t affect 
the project’s timeline since the Authority anticipates pursuing private partnerships in two to three 
years, following completion of the remaining environmental and engineering studies. 



 

 

 
The California High-Speed Rail Authority is responsible for building high-speed train service 
covering 800 miles at speeds over 220 MPH. Voters approved Proposition 1A on the November 
2008 ballot putting a down payment on what will be America’s first high-speed train system.  
 
By linking all major cities in California with a state of the art new transportation option, 
California's high-speed train system will increase mobility while cutting air pollution and reducing 
the greenhouse gas emissions that cause global warming. Building the high-speed train system 
will cost less than half the cost of freeway and aviation alternatives. Operating the system will 
create an annual surplus of more than $1 billion.  
 
For route information, visual simulations and more, please visit www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov. 
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